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Kiyonobu Toyoda* : Suspicion on the reports of lotus fruits 
collected from the mud layer of Kemigawa, 

Chiba Pref., Japan 
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Fig. 2. Nelumbo nucifera which is planted in Chiba Park. It is reported that it germi¬ 
nated and grew from an ancient fruits collected from the mud layer of Kemigawa. 



Fig. 3. Flowers of the so-called Ohga Hasu which has been transplanted in Ohashi’s pond 
(Yokosuka). 
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Summary 

Three very ancient lotus fruits were collected by Ohga and others in 1951, from 
the mud layer of Kemigawa, Chiba Pref. One of these fruits was reported 
luckily germinated and was grown to bear flowers. This then was propagated 
vegetatively in many places in Japan and abroad, thus substantiating the strong 
vitality of the lotus fruit to the great repute of the peoples. This is the story of 
so-called ‘Ohga-hasu’, that is Dr. Ohga’s lotus plant. The photograph of the flower 
of the lotus was published in ‘Life’ Nov. 17, 1952 number, making publicity to be 
‘the oldest flower’ in the world. The separated rhizome was also sent to Hamburg 
in 1953, and reported to have bore flower in August in the same year. There are. 
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however, many ambiguity in respect to the culture of the said fruits that was be¬ 
lieved by most commoners to have been grown to the flower. The aim of this 
short note is to elucidate the real facts through the author’s culture experiments of 
the lotus plant in general, and the reliable informations concerning the ‘ancient 
lotus fruit’. 

1. It is reported that two of the said fruits were germinated but died away in 
the course of culture, and the remaining one fruit was grown safely to a young 
plant at the farm of Chiba Agricultural Experiment Station. It is very doubtful, 
how the identity of the fruit and the flowering plant could be established scientifi¬ 
cally or not. It is generally accepted that it is very easy a task to germinate a 
lotus fruit, as compared with the great difficulty to bring up a flowering plant 
from a seedling. 

2. It is reported that 11 months after the germination, they divided the young 
rhizome into three parts. Our experiments show that only a small rhizome can be 
formed within a year, instead of a big one such as on sale as vegetable in our 
markets. It is very suspicious whether the small rhizome they have divided could 
be cultivated to the good result. 

3. They also reported that only three months after the cutting, the above men¬ 
tioned young rhizome grew to bear a red flower. According to our experiments, 
it is impossible to get a good growth to bear flower in such a short period. It 
ordinarily requires 4 years to get a bloom from a seedling. 

4. Many cultivars of lotus plant have been known in Japan from the very 
ancient time up to present. No proof exists, in our minds, that the flowering 
‘Ohga-Hasu’ is the direct ‘descendant’ from the fruit collected from the mud layer 
at Kemigawa. 

5. The oldest living flower of the lotus plant was photographed and published 
in ‘Life’ as shown in Fig. 1. It is strongly suspected that this is a true ‘descendant’ 
of the aforesaid ‘ancient fruit’. It may have been grown from some other source. 
The lotus rhizome that was sent to Hamburg is also very doubtful whether it was 
truely separated from the original plant of Kemigawa. 
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